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Wegscheider on Spontaneous Gangrene. 

generally successful, to a greater or less extent, as to render a description of it 
comparatively uninteresting. The German Medical Journals, in general, present 
a very great number of instances in which, by an operation similar to the one 
described by Dr. Gajam, the most frightful deformities have been most success- 
fully obviated. D F C 


Ab J- »y.. Sulla Utilita e Preminenza ieW Jlppareeehio di Moscati nella Fraelura 
del Gtllo dell Omen, articolo del Dott. Mariano Gajani, Chirurgio Primario 
di M3cerata. Fano: 1839. 

On the Utility and Superiority of the .apparatus nfMoscutifor Fracture of the Seek 
of the Humerus. By Dr. Mariano Gajani. 

The apparatus of Professor Moscati, of Milan, is similar, in many particulars, 
tv <r , / nn * ov J‘ , * e dressing proposed and strongly recommended by Lafargue, 
Dieflenbach, Larrey, Seutin, Cunier, Velpeau, and others, in fractures gene- 
rally, and the utility of which has been, recently, so successful in the practice 
of Dr. Fncke, of Hamburgh. 

According to the plan of Moscati, the arm and shoulder of the fractured limb, 
together with the axilla, are covered with a simple, smooth bandage; subse¬ 
quently pledgets of tow, soaked in white of eggs, or, what the writer of the 
\rucle before us considers preferable, common starch, are applied so as to invest 
the whole of the shoulder and humeral portion of the arm to the thickness of 
about half an inch. Four long compresses are then applied; one extending from 
the neck along the external part of the arm, another in front, and a third behind 
the arm—these three passing obliquely, are made to cross upon the deltoid 
muscle the fourth compress is placed along the inner surface of the arm, and 
earned sufficiently high to fill up completely the axillary depression. The 
whole is covered with a simple bandage, and the arm is finally enveloped by a 
roller, which, commencing at its lower part, is carried up over the shoulder, and 
then secured by several turns around the upper portion of the trunk. 

The experience of Dr. Gajani is decidedly in favour of this apparatus in the 
particular fracture alluded to; the advantages it possesses over all the apparatus 
in ordinary use, are, according to him, its great simplicity, its being less liable 
to displacement, and its more effectually securing the fractured surfaces in appo¬ 
sition and from motion. D. F. C. 


Art. XV . TJeher die Ursachen und die Behandlung des Spontanen Braudes , rvhst 
Bcobachtung eines hieher gehorenden falles mit todtlicncm a us gauge , von Dr. 
VY egsciieider, practischem Arzte in Hamburg; a. d. Zeitsciirift fur die ge- 
8amuite Medicin. Juni, 1839. Hamburg. 

On the Causes and Treatment of Spontaneous Gangrene , ^'c. By Dr. Wegschei- 
der, of Hamburg. 

Gangrene is denominated spontaneous when it occurs without any evident 
predisposing or exciting cause, as cold, poison, contagion, wounds or preceding 
inflammation of the part—as in the gangrene of the extremities of old persons 
described by Pott, the dry gangrene in general, and that occurring in the mouth 
of children. 

According to Dr. Wegscheider, in the generality of cases that have been 
hitherto described, though not invariably, as Cruveilhier asserts, the gangrene 
was preceded by a peculiar inflammation, occurring in the smaller arterial 
branches, and extending from thence to those of greater size; which inflamma¬ 
tion he considers to be the immediate cause of the gangrene, by either causing 
an effusion of lymph into the arteries and the subsequent formation of a fibr? 
nous clot obliterating the cavity, or by inducing ossification of their coats. That 
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the obliteration of arteries from the application of ligatures is so seldom followed 

coiSTo a s^Hr 1 '. ,er SUPP L ,CS t0 arise from the fact of tbe obliteration beinu 
so that the hi 'e IS CaSe ’ and from its bein ? Produced gradually" 

Tht ‘ h „ bl °° d ls J cnabl ,‘‘ d 10 fi[ “lway onward by a collateral route. J 
tion other .h f Conslders that Pott ™ ,n error when he asserted that no founda- 
^n^e h ^, A: an mere conjecture, exists for the opinion which ascribes spontaneous 
OblhdcA ossification of the arteries. Patissier (Diet, des Sciences Med. art. 
oblite'ntinn A nTt| 1CS ’ Wb °’ !" all _ t cascs of gangrene of old persons, detected an 
r Sll V by ? fib ?"? us 'oagulutn, doubts, but without reason, 

Darte be not “, gulum ’ ' n3tcad ° f beln S the efficient cause of the death of the 
parts, lie not rather an effect of the gangrene. 

nl S '*' prese,, f s the details of a case in which an obliteration of the 
arteries by fibrinous coagula was detected after death. 

nie? Tr4 nStanCe3 , pbI f bl ' is is the immediate cause of the gangrene (Hebreart 
S£wZdShS!f B ?^ ,K Gangrene-Maqolin Die,, "de Medicine." 

f ' d : Gcsammtu Medtcin, Dde. 2-3.) The latter is not, how- 
Wi r.h ln , vanab| y moist, as Bouillaud and Baffos suppose. 

oTpnp^'innp fra I* 10 * ance t* 10 nervous influence can produce spontaneous gan- 
r,v n,’,, oU.l ll° °“ r aUtbor ve O'problematical, notwithstanding the cases cited 
tion of the e V1< i" s ! n a SIn ’ , iar light those instances in which the produc- 
lvmnhai r F S | Cne u“ been . referred to an arrest of the circulation through the 
compos ion o S ft; , \ cons,der8 * very possible, howere* that a defect In the 

cause to whirl tl ° b ood ’ as ? n ca f cs °* scurvy and water hanker, is often the 
cause to w Inch the gangrene is to be referred. 

to ano . t . her disease affecting the organism would appear to Dr. W. 

cLe^ fztit^hrm f e a la n CaUSe of , s P°" t aneous gangrene. In one of Pirogoff’s 
STwu^mhnrf n d * Gcsa, r>rare-Medicin, Bd. 9.) and in another described in 
course of-i it-, G orrcs P° n d enz blatt, (Bd. 8.) the gangrene occurred in the 
Schenk’s ,..??* °' nervous lever. The fever which preceded the gangrene in Dr. 

rheum ith- n „ C appC ' l '"1 , t0 Gr ‘ to have been ralberof a nervous type thau 
rheumatic, as supposed by the relator. 

often nrce^s <> on Iar '! olin ^ Dict ' de Med.) ossification of the valves of tho heart 
cases P in wh?eh fh ‘- 0U3 ea"S rene i and C.iraud observed the disease in two 
dUated In ih„ He par I e ! c . sof the left ventricle were thinned and the cavity 
kft ventricle aSe °u f . ( ReTue Mbd - 1837 ) the heart was large, the 

and Z m fr,i y P e r r0p i ,Ied * the cor P uscula of ‘he aortic valves greatly enlarged, 
neared Hrncr ,1 3 TCS In , "''i', 1 ) s P 0t3 ossified. The diameter of the aorta ap- 
t P he hear, vfrl tban , u3u 1 a1 ’ (Lend. Med. Gaz. 1837) found in his case 

muscuter a «r,?1 Ch Cnlar p J ’ lhe . tight auricle considerably dilated, and of as 
this cisp hnu- C UFe 38 • e y cn tnele; the mitral valve was cartilaginous. In 
exposute’te cold ’ “ W lhat deSCribeJ by Dr ‘ W ‘ lbe g an g reI ' e followed 

the^fTant/rcnc^vac*^ *" d ‘ Gcsammte Medicin, Bd. 3.) describes a case where 
veilllier'saw „ consequent upon an attack of purpura hemorrhagica. Cru- 
affecrion “p ? ac0 ,?P‘! nta " e « u3 ff> n g rene occur in the course of an asthmatic 
wide the td-Ge» a mmte_Medicin, Bd. 3.) saw a case in 

from the fact 'thnT W8S P receded b l’ pneumonia. This case is also remarkable 
arteri‘ .“?• pu ‘ 3aUon , coult i fin detected at the wrist, and tho largo 

scarceTvlv tm m c« f a"’ searcel >' b,e ‘>? a "<l yet they are said to have presented 
scarcely any traces of disease, and to have contracted as usual. ‘ 

litemtionof e th ( ca V d ' 81,11 ? Urg ' W 1837 ) believes that in his case the ob- 

the undo4p^t"n^'h::^tr;r nce of an inflamma,ion producej b >- 

ncc^to 1,81 ^ 0nd ’ 1 ' ,ed - Gaz - 1836 ) found, upon dissection, in a case of sponta- 
the cor^cafsuh’.' 16 '" VeStcd wilh a P ale eoloured, firm tegumem, and 

ivli« e » r °„m!!i S ' in C8SeS of epoutsueous gangrene is in general unfavourable: 
wnen, as occurs in many cases, both extremities are simultaneously affected, 
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and the gangrene extends rapidly, a core is scarcely to be hoped for: bnt when 
even a stngle extremity is affected, death, it is to be remarked, very often enlue" 
In^ the several cases recorded by Schenk, Pirogoff, Aldis, BbecUe Crisn' 
M C ready, Macfarlanc, and Spender, the life of the patients was happii’y saved’ 
In regard to the treatment of this affection, Pott was the first to advise lame" 
doses of opium and locally emollient applications. According to Crnveilhier 

a S n;ar . e n 6 d ( m,3',h' V ; lh WWcb ,he ^ e ° e is in <*"*">1 accompanied wo'ld 
? P „ P ™ f de "iand the free use of opium; and in nearlv all the cases that have 
been referred to, evident relief followed the use of this dru<r. ] n Piroiroff's 
case, in which 10 seven weeks 53-2 grains of opium were administered awm- 
n'ete cure after spontaneous separation of the gangrenous parts, was effect 
P. Franck saw an instance in which a complete recovery occurred from ,h c use 
of two grains of opium and three of musk, twice in the day, notwithstanding four- 
teen grains of opium, continued for many days, had not exhibited the least effect 

ralifedr e ™F,! U 'ih’ ‘ h ®. am P“ tation of the affected limb appears to be the chief 
remedy, notwithstanding Dupuytren and Crnveilhier both object to it It will 

schrirw’ . OC “ 3lonai| y (“*Second—Gaz. Med. de Paris, 1837-Zeit- 
th« 1 kesammte Med. Bd. G.) Schenk, Macfarlane and Mott have seen 

the best results follow-the operation. Segond exarticulated at the shoulder ioint 
he gangrenous arm of a patient, and is inclined to refer the unfavourable resift 

of a'nVooiTanil'medicineT d ' 8SUSt f ° r Ufe ° f ‘ he patiem ’ and bis obstinalc -fusal 

Jl C Z r T'"; y With th n d0Ctrine which refere spontaneous gangrene to arteritis 
as its proximate cause, Dupuytren had recourse to blood-lcttimr f n p | ace 0 f tonjcs 

in its treatment, but without any beneficial result; nor was any more decided 
Sfa en M'cS”i , e employment of local blood-letting J m the hands of 
Oruveunier. M O ready, however, succeeded in curing a case bv the rcDeated 
application of leeches, after opium and cataplasms had been employed without 
* , ®°“ ke| , “ a ca f which he referred to diminished nervWs influence 
a ";®,‘ ed I 8 ^ re , ne a I' 1 d re8 . l0 1 rcd ‘he patient to health by the employment of 
opium and bark internally and lotions to the deceased part of the chlorate of 
Fhlve a ,\‘ d Spender cm P'°yed With good effect a flannel bandar firmly applied f 

a^ ,ft ?r g r°" a Pan ; W ,“ h in,ernal| y bark ’ wine, and a nourishing E 
and, after .he formation of a line of separation between the dead and'living 
parts, emollient cataplasms to favour the separation of the former. S 

D. F. C. 


A Pa^ V B fCni"™ n r, 'n“’ m ' A S 4 ert ? a ' f nr ihe «« "/ Sftrrfenft.-By 

1 all B. Goddard, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy in the University of 

Pennsylvania, &c. &c. Philadelphia, J. G. Auner, 1839, pp. 49. 4to. plZtes. 

T“ E r les , i?n ° f tbe . a,lthor ’ in tbis w°‘ k % is to place before the student “a 
TZ /J la “ M »*8r ee,n S accnra, ely with the standard anatomical descriptions 
of the day, containing every trunk of sufficient importance to merit description 
placed in the exact anatomical relation to other parts.” The plates are twelve 

ffie n Za C .wo C rL er F $5, d"™ ° ri 5 inal ’‘ be “i** however, t'aken ei.he! fram 
Wp k of , T ‘edemann, or ‘he splendid one of M. M. Bourgery and 
r a P ob ' They arc done on stone, and for perfect distinctness, they excel anv 
lithographic plates of anatomical subjects yet executed in this counfry. ? 

r-iv ’’r y t® P ubll . c ?‘ lon ‘his work, has afforded to medical stu- 
fant and d m CS i f ° r the . acl l UI31,Ion of an accurate knowledge of a most impor- 
^timde dlffiC “ Part ° f anat0m ' V: and is enti,led for ‘0 a large share of their 



